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Tumwater High School Alumni Association 

Membership In THSAA 

THSAA MEMBERSHIP  

THSAA membership: One time donation fee of $25.00  

Fees and Donations are tax deductible and help provide Scholarships 

to deserving graduating THS Seniors. 

Join us and attend our fun and enjoyable activities by accessing the 

THSAA website at TumwaterHighAlumni.com.  There you will find 

everything you need to become a THSAA member.     

THSAA President’s Message, 2022 

 

 

 

 

Greetings to all, as we commence our tenth year as an IRS 501 (C) (3) non-profit charitable corporation.  In spite of the challenges pre-

sented by the current pandemic, we continue to pursue our core mission of promoting alumni connectivity, giving back to THS, and having 

fun. We were saddened to defer our planned “all-class” reunion another year due to the challenges imposed by public health conditions in 

August 2021.  We are planning our next “all-class” reunion for August 22, 2022 at Sherman Valley Ranch, provided the public health sta-

tus will permit. We are hoping we can get back to the atmosphere created during the “all class” reunion of September 2019.  Our large 

gathering of 300++alumni were able to have unencumbered camaraderie and fun without having to worry about masks and vaccines.   On 

the bright side the 2021 THSAA Artesian Classic Golf Tournament was a huge success with sixteen teams (64 players) signed up on a cool 

windy June 5th afternoon.  The tournament featured several past and present THS football coaches; Sid Otton, Bill Beattie, Pat Alexander, 

and Rick McGrath (this created a mini-reunion of sorts as several golf participants were former THS football players and wrestlers).  Also 

featured were Tumwater School District administrators; Brian Hardcastle, Jim Brittain and Dana Fraser.  THSAA Artesian Classic is our 

primary fund-raising activity in support of our scholarship program and we’ll continue to “lean” on the goal of having a full 36 team tourna-

ment.   Special thanks go to all participants, sponsors, volunteers, and board members for this successful event.  Reminder, this year’s 

Artesian Classic Golf Tournament will again be at Capitol City Golf Club, 1PM shotgun start, June 4, 2022. Signup at 

“tumwaterhighalumni.com/golf” or complete the attached form. 

Scholarship awards to deserving graduating seniors has been our main focus of “giving back” to THS.  This year we were able to again 

award a total of $9,000 to six 2021 graduating seniors.  In today’s cost of higher education $1,500 might fund a quarter at a local com-

munity college; we would love to be able to greatly increase the amount in the coming years.  The Artesian Golf Classic has funded a few 

scholarships each year in the past; however, in recent years the majority of funding has come from several donations from alumni in vary-

ing amounts and we are grateful for their support.  Of special note are a couple of alumni who have donated significant amounts over the 

past several years which has allowed us to triple the amount of scholarship awards recently.  A SPECIAL THANK YOU to Peter Batura of 

Katy Texas who attended THS in the early 70s when his parents were stationed at Fort Lewis and Ron Moon, (class of ’65) who previously 

donated to the Career Center Improvement Project at THS.  We are very blessed to have your support. 

Our website is:  ‘tumwaterhighalumni.com’ and we have a Facebook page at: ‘Tumwater High School Alumni’  
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Message from Principal Broome 
1/18/22 

 

Greetings Alumni Association!  Thank you for your continued support and I am excited  

to share some important updates with you all.  Here are some things we are continuing  

to work on as we strive to uphold our values of pride, tradition, and courage.  This year has been very unique as we 

have moved back to a full day schedule while continuing to enforce our safety guidelines, social distancing, and 

testing.  Our Athletic Director, Tim Graham, has done incredible work to make sure that we can continue to com-

pete and perform.  This fall our Football program played in the state championship, placing 2nd in state!  It was the 

end of an incredible year and we are so proud of their accom-

plishments.   

 

MASCOT 

Last year, the State Legislature passed HB 1356, which 

banned  the inappropriate use of Native American names or 

symbols as a mascot, logo, or team name.  To honor the sov-

ereignty of the Nisqually and Squaxin Island tribes, it was 

Board President Melissa Beard and not district staff who 

approached the tribes to ask permission to continue the use of 

the Thunderbird as the THS mascot.  Melissa’s conversation 

with each tribe focused on  how the district could work with the 

tribe to educate students about the history of the land on which 

the school district sits.  The Nisqually tribe passed a resolution 

in December allowing the continued use of the Thunderbird 

and credited the school with being respectful in how they used 

the Thunderbird.  Both tribes are excited to work with THS stu-

dents to teach the history of the Thunderbird, what it means  

to the tribes, and create Thunderbird art that honors the tradi-

tions of both THS and each of the tribes.  We are proud that 

this requirement will lead to partnerships that benefit all in-

volved.        

 

Thank you THS Alumni Association for your continued support.   

We are excited to continue the legacy of excellence that you 

started.  

 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Broome  

THS Principal 

Class of 1997 

 

Editors Note: Melissa Beard also serves on the THS Alumni Association Board of Directors as our Membership 

Chair. 
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2021 Scholarship Winners   

THSAA awarded six $1,500 secondary education scholarships to six graduating 
THS seniors. The graduates are Isabella Clemmens, Abigail Jasper, Madison 
Langbell, Preston Sands, Rosalyn Tobek, and Nathan Vani. The scholarship se-
lection is made based upon leadership and scholarship. These persons are fine 
examples of the values of THS and the alumni association.  Congratulations Isa-
bella, Abigail, Madison, Preston, Rosalyn, and Nathan. 

Isabella Clemmens 

Abigail Jasper 

 The last four years I have spent as a T-Bird have changed the person I 

am today. As I Prepare for graduation from THS, I have had lots of time to look 

back and reflect upon all the school has given me. I have learned to take pride in 

my work and my accomplishments, power through challenges, nd most importantly 

to always seek to be part of something bigger than myself. 

 Along with school work, THS has given me the opportunity to take on a 

lot of projects that I cn be proud of. From organizing a voter registration drive, 

fundraising for projects I am passionate about, or even, this year, painting the new 

mural that will get to hang outside the commons, there has always been an oppor-

tunity for me to showcase my talents and make true change. I have learned that it 

is important to reward yourself and give yourself credit for your accomplishments. I 

now take pride in my work and all of the things I have achieved. I will implement 

this into my post-high school career. 

 It has not always been easy. There have been times where I had to stay 

up late into the night just trying to finish a difficult homework assignment, but it 

gave me a chance to push through and succeed. Although my challenges may be 

seen as simple or feasible tasks, I learned to balance all of my activities and power 

through challenges to finish successfully and in a timely manner. I will take these 

lessons into my next years of schooling. 

 Most importantly, THS taught me to always want to be a part of something bigger. Every day I step into the building I am 

an individual student, but I am also a part of a larger working whole. Tumwater is one big support system and we are all looking out 

for each other. Whether it was cheering on my teammates in our competitions, or even a ‘you got this’ from a peer before a hard 

test we were both nervous about, we always have each other’s backs. Just because my time at THS is coming to an end does not 

mean I will have to lose everything it has given to me. I will go into college looking for this same community. 

 I am proud to be a future Tumwater High School Alumni and know that at one point I was a part of a family of students; 

although I will miss it, I am excited to give the opportunity for more incoming students to have the same experience I did. Nothing 

will ever be quite like Tumwater High School, and I that is what makes it special. 

 I distinctly remember my first day of high school and how 

nervous I was. I put my schedule on every binder and notebook that I 

had so I knew when each class was and when I had my lunch or 

Core/Flex. During passing periods, my head was constantly facing 

down towards a map that I made that showed me where to go to get 

to each of my classes. Then slowly but surely, I took my schedule off 

of my notebooks and binders. I threw away my map and paid atten-

tion to the hallways I walked down. I looked at all the posters that 

surrounded me, I said “hi” to more and more people as I passed 

them in the hallway, I felt like I truly belonged more and more every-

day and I wasn’t as nervous. 
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2021 Scholarship Winners  Continued 

 The more I became involved with the school, the more I realized how amazing of an environment it was. The plays that I 

attended were outstanding and the choir concerts that I participated in were nerve racking but the people I was with were always 

comforting. The assemblies Leadership and Renaissance lead were always the best to watch, and nothing can top the feeling of Fri-

day Night Lights when we sang our Fight Song for the football players. Then when I joined tennis, it was even more welcoming and 

had the most encouraging people. As a freshman playing with juniors and seniors I was extremely intimidated, but at the end of the 

season they were the ones that made me want tennis to be an all-year sport.  

 After I graduate THS, I’m determined to carry on the helpfulness that teachers had towards us students, the high energy that 

the school assemblies had, and the kindness that you’d see from students in the hallways or classroom. But most importantly, I plan 

on carrying on the hard work and dedication that Tumwater High School puts in to make sure that every single person there feels 

welcomed by being the most kind, welcoming, and helpful person that I can be. THS became my home away from home, and I would-

n’t have wanted to go to any other high school. 

 The complete strangers that I stood next to in the nest at football games are now some of my best friends, and I still talk to 

my teachers of from previous years as much as I can. There are days that I dreaded waking up at 6:30 to go to school, but the rela-

tionships and memories that I’ve created through these past four years are the best that I cvould ever ask for, and I’m beyond proud 

that I will be able to call myself a THS graduate. 

Abigail Jasper continued 

Madison Langbell 

Edna Belle Granacki Community Service Award 

 Tradition has always been a very important concept at Tum-

water High School. It is the first thing Mr. Broome talks about at 

freshman orientation, and it is constantly brought up throughout your 

four years as a student, as a reminder of what’s important at THS. 

However, there’s a lot more to tradition at THS than one may think. 

Tradition is defined as “the transmission of customs or beliefs from 

generation to generation, or the fact of being passed on in this way.” 

There is a tradition at Tumwater that I believe all students can carry 

with them after high school; NGUNNGU. 

 What once started as a reminder to THS athletes to “never give up, never never give up” is now used not only on the 

fieldbut in the classroom to inspire all Tumwater students. We are prideful in our efforts to uplift one another with a simple phrase; 

NGUNNGU.  When the going gets tough, as it inevitably doews in high school, there is always a Tumwater teacher by your side re-

minding you to “never give up never never give up”.  This phrase unifies Tumwater High School students from all different de-

mographics and groups. This phrase has become what Tumwater High School is known for. 

 We have seen in this past year that life is unpredictable. However, when we were all given the option of giving up and suc-

cumbing to the harsh reality that has been the major shift in everyone’s lifestyles, the THS faculty and students alike kept up the 

NGUNNGU mindset. Because of this, students were able to continue to learn, and now, we have been allowed to return to on-

campus events and classes. Nothing is the same, but that hasn’t stopped Tumwater. Because at Tumwater, we don’t give up. We 

adapt. 

 As I leave, start college, and pursue a career, this is a value that will carry me to the end. I will be reminded that giving up is 

not an option. You can adapt and overcome, or you can step down or resign if necessary, but giving up is not a option. The differ-

ence is in the approach. I have been in a position where I had to think long and hard about whether I was going to resign from a posi-

tion or continue. After thinking about it and coming to terms with what would be best for me, I was able to quit with dignity. That is not 

giving up. Giving up is a permanent “solution” for a temporary issue. This is a lesson I have learned throughout my high school ca-

reer. To some, the two are the same, but I understand that they are different. 

 So as I move on to further my education at Seattle Pacific University, and my life afterwards, I will carry with me the Tum-

water value “NGUNNGU” as a reminder to never make a permanent decision for a temporary issue. I will forever remember the six 

word phrase, “never give up never never give up.”   
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Preston Sands 

2021 Scholarship Winners  Continued 

 Pride. Tradition. Courage. Although these words can seem repetitive as 

they were printed on posters that line the hallways and classrooms, these three 

words carry significant meaning in my life. The story of how these three words 

would shape the rest of my life starts before I had ever set foot in a Tumwater 

High School classroom. I had not grown up in the Tumwater School District, and 

my parents decided to transfer me to THS as I made the transition to high 

school. Little did I know that the next four years would shape my relationships, 

career goals, and most importantly, the values I will soon carry a a Tumwater 

High School graduate. 

 On my first of high school. I remember feeling accepted into a commu-

nity that would play a crucial role in my life. I am sure there was a spark in my 

eye as I knew that I had just become a part of something bigger that myself. I 

have impactful memories of cheering on my friends from the bleachers. I re-

member thinking I was being pushed to my academic limits in Freshman Honors 

classes, not knowing the restless nights that would come in the following years 

during prep for AP exams. Looking back, these memories start to blur together, 

but the values and sense of community that is carried with them are still vivid 

and present in my life. 

 The community I felt was what made me fall in love with THS. As I pro-

gressed through high school, I became more and more involved in the THS fam-

ily and took on leadership roles to extend this feeling to others. Watching the 

spark light in someone’s eye was a sense that filled me with pride, knowing I 

had just watched a new member join the THS family. High school has taught me 

so much about myself and the world around me, and I am confident that I will 

continue to grow more over the next few months. I have learned lessons of dili-

gence, perseverance, and courage through being present with my classmates 

and teachers, and these values have shaped me into the person I am today. 

 Although, at times, high school may seem like it only leads up to a diploma, graduation carries so much more for the people 

who have poured themselves into their community. As I go onto the next steps of my life, I know the values I learned at Tumwater 

will not only carry with me, but they will light the pathway for my future. When I form new relationships and become a part of new 

communities, the people around me will know that the person I have become was born out of my high school family’s pride, tradition, 

and courage. In my future, if I can see that spark in someone else’s eye, I will be reminded of Tumwater High School, and I will know 

that I have successfully carried on the values that have shaped me. 

Nathan Vani 
 Tumwater High School has been my home for the past four years. It is really crazy to 

think that I am graduating from high school in about two months and that I will be leaving for col-

lege in about five months. I remember walking into the gym my freshman year during the fresh-

man orientation and seeing this big place. It was kind of overwhelming at first, but with the wel-

coming seniors and teachers they made me feel like I was home. When I was a freshman, I be-

came friends with a senior named Nathan Seaman. He was my mentor during my freshman year. 

We were both kickers in football, therefore our bond started there. He took me under his wing and 

helped me with any questions I had, not only about school but life as well. I believe that these are 

values that we as T-Birds need to carry on in the next chapter of our lives. It is important to carry 

on compassionate values in which we are willing to help others around us, as this will help us to 

succeed in school and life. 

 I was fortunate enough to be part of an amazing football program during my years at 

THS. Coach Bill Beattie always spoke about something that really stood out to me. He said that 

everyone focuses on the wins and losses and the state titles, but what really defines us as a team 

is where will we be as men twenty years from now. The point he always made was that it was not 

about winning all the games but about how this program set us up to being great men in the fu-

ture. Another value that stood out to me is when Coach McGrath, another one of my football  

coaches, talked to us about fighting for each other. We fight for each other because we are family. This applies to not only football 

but in life as well. These are values that I cherish and will continue to follow in life. 
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2021 Scholarship Winners  Cont. 

Nathan Vani Continued 

 Because of the pandemic, this past year has been a very unique one for almost everyone, me included. It has definitely not 

been the senior year that I had anticipated, but I adapted. Dealing with adversity is a lesson that I have learned at THS, learning to roll 

with changes while not getting overwhelmed. 

 When I reflect on what it will mean to be a Tumwater graduate, I think about how grateful I am to have attended a high 

school that has such an amazing sense of pride, honor and tradition. Tumwater High School has had a great impact on my life from 

the lessions that I have learned to the positive influence of the teachers and staff. I am very grateful that I was able to attend such a 

fantastic high school. 

Rosalyn Tobek 

 Pride, tradition and courage exemplify what it means to be a Thunderbird, 

and are guiding principles for my life beyond high school. As I culminate my four year 

tenure at THS, I am reflective of the body of my work. I have a great deal of pride in 

my accomplishments: a 3.91 GPA while taking honors, AP and college courses; four 

years involvement in THS bands playing four different instruments; my leadership and 

work in Thunderbird theater productions; pride in my contributions of artwork and 

graphic design for t-shirts, music and play programs, posters ans music stands for 

Tumwater activities and departments. Finally, I am proud of how I conducted myself 

at school: I stood up for what I believed in, even when it was uncomfortable, discuss-

ing issues with the school administration and being an advocate for myself and other 

students. I am proud of the fact that my moral compass is true, and I have remained 

an honest, trustworthy and compassionate friend. I have steered clear of tobacco, 

nicotine, alcohol, and drug abuse. In every aspect of my life, I have conducted myself 

with pride and integrity, always putting my best foot forward from my classwork to my 

character. 

 Tumwater has a long tradition of excellance , and I am glad to be a part of it. 

My parents (and grandparents) are both graduates of THS (Dad ‘89, Mom ‘92) and it 

was important to them to live, work and serve in the Tumwater community where they 

grew up and were supported. It was also important to them that I was part of that THS 

tradition of excellence. My parents were prepared well for college and work by their 

varied and rigorous classwork at Tumwater, and I feel that after four years, I too am 

ready to tackle the challenges I am about to face as I embark on my undergraduate 

work a Pacific Lutheran University in pursuit of a degree in Phychology. Tumwater 

also has a tradition of embracing lifelong learning, and in that spirit, I will continue to 

 It has taken a lot of courage to get to graduation. The pandemic lockdown, uncertainty of the virus, isolation from my friends 

and family, loss of my job, anxiety about my grades, drastic changes in my parents’ employment, and the difficulties of online learning 

were very depressing; my spirit was broken, and I lost all my motivation. It was a traumatic experience , and I had to look deep within 

myself to find the courage to dig myself out of the hole I was in. After many weeks of persistence, and with courage to reach out for 

help, I was able to prevail. 

 I would be honored to represent the alumni of Tumwater High School with this scholarship, as I work towards my goal of a 

Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology, and I will continue to uphold the values of pride, tradition, and courage for the rest of my days. 
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Summary of the 2021 THSAA Artesian Classic Golf Tournament 

 

 

 

 

IT’S ON AGAIN FOLKS!!! 

THE 2022 ARTESIAN CLASSIC  

GOLF WITH US ON SATURDAY     JUNE 4TH, 2022 

The 2022 Artesian Golf Classic will be at 1:00 PM (Modified Shotgun start) on June 4, 2022 
at Capitol City Golf Club. Sign-up at our website: tumwaterhighalumni.com. 

 
THSAA AND OTHER THS ACTIVITIES: 
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ARTESIAN CLASSIC TEAMS OF 2021 
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ARTESIAN CLASSIC TEAMS OF 2021 
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ARTESIAN CLASSIC Fun Day Photos 



12 



13 

Reunion: 

 All Class reunion: 

THSAA “All Class Reunion” is scheduled on August 27, 2022 at Sherman Valley Ranch.  These 
dates are subject to change depending upon progress to contain the pandemic.  Stay tuned at our 
website: tumwaterhighalumni.com or on Facebook:  “Tumwater High School Alumni” group. 

THSAA AND OTHER THS ACTIVITIES: 

THSAA ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT 

Tumwater High School Alumni Association would like to spotlight a generous donor: 

RON & LINDA MOON:  

 Ron Moon was among the first students to found Tumwater High School, beginning in 
September of 1961 and graduating with the Class of 1965. He wrestled for three years and enjoyed 
art class with art teacher Robert Brian.   

 After working a year at Simpson in Mcleary and a year and a half at Boeing, he had a 
long career in Longshoring where he worked alongside his dad, brother, and uncles. 

 Linda and Ron have been married for fifty years and have a daughter, (also a THS Al-
um), two grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. 

 Ron’s passion with antique cars began when He purchased his first car, a Ford Model A, 
at the age of 14 and drove it to school. Since then he has collected cars made by the Moon Motor 
Company (from 1906 to 1930).  There are eight Moons in the State of Washington and “I’ve owned 
seven at one time or another”, states Ron. He has also learned that he is related to the Manufacture.  
He now owns six cars made by Moon, one horse buggy made by Moon Brothers and a 1957 Chev-
rolet.  

 

 Ron also enjoys hunting and fishing. 
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THSAA ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT 

Another outstanding THS Graduate, Bob Iyall 
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THSAATreasurer Report 

YE 2021 

OPERATING ACCOUNT 

 

01/01/21 Beginning Balance 
  
DEPOSIT: 

$ 1,160.00 

  Golf tourney (golfers) $ 5,510.00 
  Golf tourney (hole/cart sponsor) $ 2,715.00 
  Golf tourney (Mulligans) $ 365.00 
  Golf tourney (Raffle) $ 986.00 
  New membership (Kearney-lifetime) $ 1,000.00 
  New membership (regular) $ 150.00 
  Misc. donation $ 2.50 
  Ron Moon (designated scholarships) $ 5,000.00 
  Xfer from savings $ 3,000.00 

  
EXPENSES: 

PayPal (s/c) 

  
$ 116.32 

  Golf tourney (CCGC and meal) $ 4,551.74 
  Bus Lic Renew (DOR/Sec of State) $ 20.00 
  Xfer to savings $ 460.00 
  US PO (renew box & stamps) $ 129.00 
  Website/Domain renew $ 314.62 
  Scholarship (2020 recipient) $ 1,500.00 
  Scholarship (2021 recipients) $ 9,000.00 

12/31/21 Ending Balance $ 3,796.82 

  
MM OPERATING ACCOUNT 
01/01/21 Beginning Balance DE-

POSIT: 
Interest Income 

$5,228.90 

  
$ 5.20 

12/31/21 Ending Balance $5,234.10 

  
SAVINGS ACCOUNT 
01/01/21 Beginning Balance DE-

POSIT: 
Interest Income 

$9,101.55 

  
$ 1.54 

  Xfer from checking $ 460.00 
  Batura (designated for scholarships) $2,400.00 

  
EXPENSES: $3,000.00 

12/31/21 Ending Balance $8,963.09 

CD (33 mo) for Endowment Fund 

12/31/21 Ending Balance $19,310.29* 

(matures 12/31/21) 
*We, the board, agreed to let this CD roll-over. When I receive the December bank statement,  

I will confirm the total and the new maturity date. 


